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CHILDREN'S LITERATURE: THEORY AND PRACTICE
BY FELICITY A HUGHES

The theory of Children’s Literature has been for some time in a
state of confusion. That so many good and important works of

literature have been produced in tha

that art can survive even the worst efforts of critical theorists, The
nre- no smnnds for mmplmnw ln this state of affairs, however,
Ithough may not stifle good art, it

can impose signifi and directions upon it
I suggest that the origin of some confused beliefs, lnc]udim( the
belief that there is, in some significant literary sense, such a thing
as children’s Ille-r:llurc at all, is to be found in the theory of the
novel. The history of children’s literature (,umudt.s. more or less,
with that of the novel. What historians of c} often
call the first real children's book, Newbery's .r\ Little Pretty
Pocket-Book was published within a decade of Richardson’s
Pamela. It is probable that more than mere coincidence is involved
since similar social conditions are conducive to both. In fact, the

P of a body of li 1to child
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“From Baby's First Bath™: Kai Soap and Modern
HBBMTORT Japanese Commercial Design
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