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The Impact of CLT on ELT: its Advantages and Disadvantages

REHBICHIBDAZIAZHATAT - S5 - FA4—FUIDEEN :
ZFDARERZICDINT

Eiji Koyama
Ao B

In a global society where a growing number of people learning English as a Second Language
(ESL) or English as a Foreign Language (EFL), many language teachers have been constantly
debating on what one teaching approach would be predominantly better than the rest of the
approaches over the last few decades. Interestingly enough, Pennycook (2001) considers English to
be functioning as a gatekeeper to positions of prestige in society and goes on to state that it has
become one of the most powerful means of inclusion into or exclusion from further education,
employment, or social position (p.81). Both the long-lasting debate and this Pennycook’s view of
English inevitably draw the language teachers’ attention to what extent they should deal with
English and how effectively they can teach such a high-stakes language to their students. One of the
hottest issues among the teaching methods is the impact of Communicative Language Teaching
(CLT) on outer circle (OC) such as India, the Philippines, and Nigeria and expanding circle (EC)
such as Japan, China, and Korea. This paper will focus primary on the effectiveness of CLT and its
possibility of using CLT.

There have been a wide variety of English-language teaching (ELT) studies that involve some
critiques on the current CLT. Block (2008) explicitly states that the current global-local tension
arising from the spread of CLT as a global language teaching methodology is likely to continue
(p-41). It reminds me of the notion that CLT may not be the only and best teaching approach among
many other approaches. At the same time, the potential issue can be a good starting point for me to
reconsider what makes CLT problematic to the teachers as well as the students. In other words, it is
worth analyzing this issue as a focal point of whether CLT has been working well or not. In fact,
although there are a lot of complicated problem-solving types of factors to point out, I would like to
discuss the following three factors along with my pedagogical point of view: context and
methodology, textbooks, and national language policy.

First, when it comes to the current situation of CLT, it would be better for us to focus on its
methodology that has influenced on the global language pedagogy. A context approach to language
teaching, which has been debated by three researchers, can be a good example of the relationships
with the current CLT that involves both beneficial and negative effects on the ELT curriculum. Bax
(2003a) asserts that CLT has been having an unfavorable effect and therefore needed to be replaced

by the so-called “context approach” even though he admits that it has served a helpful function, to

* P BER FBORARIAT RN, 38 be b SR G



some extent, in the language teaching scenes, especially as a corrective to inadequacies in
traditional methods, such as Grammar-Translation and Audio-lingual Method (p.278). More
importantly, he makes a clear contrast between CLT approach and Context approach by giving us a
visual representation like a table (p.281). It clearly suggests that the latter is superior to the former
in that the context is a crucial determiner of the success or failure of learners, main focus of which
is placed on students’ learning needs, styles, and strategies as well as classroom culture, school
culture, and national culture. It seems to me that context approach can be a more ideal innovative
teaching method that emphasizes the leaners-driven contextual factors than the current CLT which
focuses mostly on methodology like ‘the way we should teach.’

Harmer (2003) positively agrees with Bax’s idea that CLT has been a controlled dominant
approach that has been inappropriately applied around the world with a number of flawed aspects
involved. However, he has opposed to the Bax’s view of CLT by arguing that methodology is also
significant to the learning of language in classrooms (p.288). He then goes on to stress that
successful methodology arises when both teachers and students can reach a compromise between
their differing expectations and opinions about what is the best for them (p.292). Bax’s reply
(2003b) to Harmer’s useful comments on the current CLT is very impressive to me in that his stance
has been drastically changed but accommodated to the opposite view of CLT in a more forward-
looking manner. From these three articles that have been very similar to the arguments for and
against the world-wide use of CLT, I can assume that both methodology and context are
indispensable with each other as key factors for language learning, including input activities, output
presentations, attention to accuracy and fluency.

The dichotomy between the traditional and communicative approaches to language teaching
also attracts the EFL teachers’ attentions to some dilemma over which approach they should cope
with and how to deal with the challenging situation. A recent research conducted by Beaumont and
Chang (2011a) has shed light on some ELT issues raised in East Asian countries like Korea, China,
and Japan. One of the most important notions about the dichotomy in the context of Confucian
heritage cultures (CHCs) they point out is that principles of education teaching methods and the
roles of teachers and learners in the ‘Eastern Asian countries’ have been basically different from
those in the “Western Countries.” Additionally, they state that educational values derived from the
Confucian tradition are potentially in contradiction to principles that underlie CLT which are
European and North American in origin (p.293). The definition of CLT, in fact, is based on boosting
the communicative competence with meaning being primary in comparable real-world activities
(Nunan, 2004: p.3). Even though many EFL teachers know all about its main goal and key reason
for implementing CLT into classrooms, there are many realistic limitations and constraints that we
have to overcome on a classroom basis. From my teaching experience in Japan, their empirical
study that is based on interviews and questionnaires with teachers of English in South Korea can be
also applicable to Japan in that there are mainly five persistent challenges we have to face in
common: class size, grammar-oriented examinations, time constraints, lack of teacher training, and
the use of inappropriate teaching materials. With all these factors in mind, what EFL public teachers
can do the best is just limited to the following five things: teacher-oriented lecture style, translation
from English into Japanese, the predominance use of the first language, memorization by the
students of a dialogue, and the whole class repetition by the students after the teachers speak

English. Some private schools, on the other hands, have already adapted the original western-style



of CLT as they have plenty of budgets to hire native speakers of English, who are from the inner
circle countries like the UK and the USA, with Japanese EFL teachers respecting such a Standard
English as authentic native speakers of English.

Another research conducted by Griffiths (2011) gives us the new ideas of the dichotomy
between the traditional and communicative approaches. She makes a clear comparison between the
two by listing the aims, objectives, and techniques employed based on the course books. A survey
of teaching approaches selected by a group of Turkish teachers has found that the teachers appear to
be very eclectic and they appear to have a free choice to make among many teaching techniques
without a strong bias towards either ‘traditional” or ‘communicative’ (p.304). Curiously enough,
like Beaumont and Chang’s Korean teachers have commented, she points out that these Turkish
teachers have also complained the regulations of the national examinations on what they were able
to do in the classroom (p.305). From her small-scale study on the dichotomy, I can infer that
‘traditional” approaches are viewed as complementary to ‘communicative’ approaches rather than as
dichotomous. Furthermore, Beaumont’s response to Griffiths’ CLT attitude (2011b) explicitly states
that the continuing professional development of teachers is crucial to educational progress, not the
retention or adoption of a particular methodology (p.310). It is very impressive to me in that any
teachers’ attitude toward CLT and their view of CLT do play a key role in leading the way to their
learners’ success in ESL or EFL.

Second, an analysis of global textbooks is one of the most significant language issues with the
rapid spread of CLT to which we have to draw attention. As Shin, Eslami, and Chen (2011)
describe, inner circle cultural contents like the UK and the US still dominantly impact on most of
the textbooks as the cultural presentation overly remains at the traditional knowledge-oriented level
(p.253). They then severely criticize that internationally distributed and locally produced ELT
textbooks contained deficiencies by arguing that this may hamper student’s acculturation because it
cannot help learners to expand their own cultural awareness via their society (p.256). To my
surprise, their findings show that cultural content relevant to the inner circle has dominated the
cultural content covered in all seven textbooks compared with content-related to outer and
expanding circles (p.261). Their sample analysis of the cultural content looks so innovative as each
one of the seven textbooks they selected has been slightly different from each other in terms of
aspects of cultures and levels of cultural presentation. All of the EFL teachers tend to choose the
course textbooks with a view to each grammatical feature as well as colorful visual layouts like
pictures, tables, and figures rather than the other aspect of cultural contents. It seems to me that the
cultural content is considered to be just an invisible component of the textbook if we do not
consciously look closely at the content itself.

Another empirical study done by Clavel-Arroitia and Fluster-Marquez (2014) has shown us
something important about ‘authenticity’ in the textbooks we normally use in a classroom. Having
investigated three types of textbooks that are sold internationally by well-established TEFL
publishing authorities such as Cambridge University Press, Oxford University Press, and
Macmillan, they have criticized that these recently published textbooks are not as authentic as some
scholars argue they should be. In addition, they point out that some textbook writers have
intentionally simplified, modified, and substituted some complex language into much shorter
sentences, to a lesser or greater extent, with the original meanings being changed (p.133). In the

field of ESL and EFL, the textbooks are, in fact, the only source of language that the students learn



as well as the teachers do teach. It looks to me that their findings have uncovered and revealed some
black sides of the unfamiliar world in the textbooks that did happen behind the scenes. What is
more interesting, they find out that the vast majority of the texts have represented a single variety of
British English (p.130). This finding they have come to light is very supportive of the fact that those
major TEFL publishers have tended to use British English for some reasons. Its tendency and Shin’s
research are so correlated with the idea of CLT that focuses on inner circles’ culture and the British
English-driven textbooks. From my teaching point of view, TEFL course textbooks used in Japan
have long been influenced by the principle of CTL in terms of language structures, word choices,
and cultural topics. However, even if those researches are the case with the current ELT, we often
have no choice but to choose the prevailing well-known textbooks such as Cambridge, Oxford, and
Macmillan.

Third, a national language policy can be a big factor in altering the original definition of CLT,
depending on the social and political demands for boosting English communication skills. The
globally rapid spread of English has strongly affected the Japanese ELT policy. As Kanno (2007)
points out, there have been a number of drastic movements toward English such as a sudden
increase of foreign migrant workers, the proposal by the prime minister’s advisory panel to make
English Japan’s official second language, and introduction of English at the elementary school level
(p.63). All of these urgent current trends and the top leader’s comment on English are regarded as
driving-forces that encourage every language teacher to implement CLT into any educational
settings. Another interesting research done by Yoshida (2002) describes, as one of the most
distinctive examples of the Japanese national policy, that the Course of Study (the curriculum
guidelines that the Ministry of Education revises and issues every decade) emphasizes the fostering
of communicative competence in English. Even in as early as 1970, the emphasis was on
“comprehending the foreign language” and “expressing oneself in the foreign language” (p.198).
Not only does the organization hope to set the ideal goal of prevailing CLT, but it also suggests that
concrete instructional techniques like group work, role-play, team-teaching, and email exchange
would be more appropriate for the teachers to carry out.

Another powerful factor that enforces the national organization to foster CLT as a national
language policy is economic-driven demands for shifting from the traditional approaches to more
communicative approaches. From my own experience that I have ever attended in the discussion
forum on the language policy, I have been shocked to hear that the official organization inevitably
deals with meeting the needs of the times when many international enterprises call for improving
communications skills so that they can be competitive with other foreign international enterprises in
the sphere of business. In this respect, English is not only the medium of communication with other
foreign people but also the high-stakes’ communication tool as a huge decision-making on the
business basis. The company-driven demands for developing communication ability is strong
enough to change from one teaching method to another. Under this circumstance, however, the
voices from EFL teachers are not so strong enough to call for maintaining the traditional
approaches. The national power is so dominant that the language teachers have no choice but to
follow its regulation. It seems to me that it is indispensably correlated with the national political-
economic policy.

On the contrary, as Kanno (2007) paradoxically describes on ELT’s policy, Japanese EFL

teachers have continued to teach English to their students by using the grammar-translation method.



Due to the fact that university entrance examinations focus on the knowledge of grammatical points
like vocabulary and translation, high school teachers’ priority is to prepare their students for the
exams (p.67). Her comment on the current Japanese ELT sheds light on the clear contradiction
between the growing teaching trend of CLT and the returning back to the traditional method. It does
remind me of the paradoxical situation that CLT is neither a stable nor solid teaching approach that
can be applicable to any teaching contexts in Japan. From my teaching experience at the secondary
level in Japan, the definition of CLT has long been changeable as the Ministry of Education has had
to revise its course of study once every decade, based on the companies’ demand for better
communication skills and the huge pressure to shift to CLT from the general public people of the
nation, especially from many parents of the students, but not on the school teachers’ requests. There
might be some compromises, to some extent, between the two sides; however, a more clear-cut
outline of the course of study would be needed and revised for both sides to meet their needs so that
the students can concentrate mainly on their English learning without being confused any more.

To conclude, I would make a suggestion that an eclectic, balanced approach might well be a
better way for both teachers and students to implement in a classroom rather than we decide to
choose either the current CLT approach, the traditional approaches or the innovated context
approach advocated by Bax. As I have stated above, none of the one-size-fits-all solution on the
ELT has been advocated over the past decades. Even if such a desirable teaching approach or
method would have been advocated in the future, it will be so difficult for us to implement in a
number of respects. Since English has long been a dominant language in the world and is still being
dynamic as an International language and even in the future, what the language teachers need to do
will be keeping their eyes on the current CLT and its effects of the global spread of English on a
daily classroom basis. In a sense, we will have to be a watchdog to see if the dominant global
teaching methodology is working well in the ELT courses in a right direction. At the same time, as
there still do exist some complicated problem-solving types of issues on CLT, many language
teachers should be flexible enough to change their teaching styles, depending on the students’

needs, textbooks’ content and level of difficulty, and national language policy’s expectations.
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Off-campus Class for Methods of English Language Teaching
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This paper is a practical report on the off-campus lessons due to COVID-19 in 2020. The
paper shows how the students and the author created the off-campus lessons together.
Everything was almost always the first time for all of them. Some alternatives of
teaching techniques could be used after the pandemic of COVID-19 such as making
video lessons and sharing students’ reports for their one-week- interaction just like a

pen pal communication.
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At, first, I talked with my friend Yuma who is
working as a firefighter now, about Learning
English. I have already known that he is not
good at English but when we were Third grade
high school student, he started studying
English so hard unless it is not important for
becoming firefighter. Now he is good at
speaking English, reading English. I could not
imagine why he was studying English so hard,
so I asked him about that yesterday by using
zoom. He said that I've loved movies and
dramas which filmed in America, so he wants
to understand what they say. At first, he
remembered a lot of words and grammar.
Second, he watched movie without Japanese
subtitles. He often goes to the bar to make
friends who are from many kinds of countries.
As a result, he can speak English and he is
enjoying to study English. (EFERI#HEFLIE 1

I asked my friend “why do you
learn English?” and he answered
“because I have to use it in
business scene.” I recognized that it
is natural to be able to use English
in this increasingly internationalized
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recruitment standards. I think that
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