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Wherever | have lived or worked, my bookshelf has always been
important to me. Recently, | do a lot of my reading on digital devices.
| also find that audio books are a great way to catch up on "reading"
while doing something else. But convenience isn't everything, and
there is still something special about having a row of books waiting
patiently in front of you on the shelf. Each book represents a small
window to a different world, older time or new idea.

With that in mind, let me pick out two books from my bookshelf.
The first one is Snow, a novel by Turkish writer Orhan Pamuk.
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The Player of Games ~ Snow
lain M. Banks Orhan Pamuk ; translated
Orbit, 2008 by Maureen Freely

Faber and Faber, 2004

The book describes the political and cultural tensions of modern Turkey with a combination of humouir,
social commentary, and a deep sympathy for its characters. After reading it | felt | could understand the

complexities of life in the remote Turkish town of Kars without ever visiting it.

The second one is The Player of Games by lain M. Banks, a part of his science fiction "Culture” series. In the
series, a future society called "the Culture" can meet all of its needs with technology. There is no scarcity

days, that is a comforting thought.
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in this society, and the Culture has peace and individual freedom as its core
values. The main theme of the book is the ethical struggle the Culture faces when
interacting with other, less equal societies. Each time | started a new book in the
series, | felt both the excitement of visiting somewhere new, and also a strange
sense of familiarity and optimism that our future as a species will be bright. These

1EEH-BHNAYYI— (AR 2397) : & 03-5992-1009(Ei&) 2BELI7LYRAADYI— (A#R2395-2396) : & 03-5992-9249 (BH&E)
TRES5Y 101Ny 7 F>1\—I% (http://www.gakushuin.ac.jp/univ/glim/about/publication.html) TRELTWVET,

ISSN 2186-6724




