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So many books - and you still need more!

For someone like me who lives and works in Japan, but whose &
field of research is not a specific Japan topic - my field is
German literature - it is sometimes not easy to get hold of
current research literature, books and articles. But fortunately
there is the Inter Library Loan (and Copy) Service that
Gakushuin Library offers, which has often helped me to be able to read the books and articles that libraries all
over Japan have. Of course there is a lot more literature on specific research questions in the large libraries in
Germany itself, but that's what | have the semester break for. | always enjoy working at the State Library
T (Staatsbibliothek) in Berlin, where, by the way, you can read more
and more books online, so here in Japan, too. One should not forget
the databases offered by the Gakushuin Library, e.g. the library
portal (Bibliotheksportal) of the most influential newspaper in
Germany, the Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung.
By the way, libraries are highly valued in Germany; as the great
physicist Albert Einstein once said: “Das einzige, was Sie unbedingt
wissen mussen, ist der Standort einer Bibliothek.” (“The only thing
that you absolutely have to know is the location of the library.”)
Glad I know where the Gakushuin Library is located, just three
minutes away from my office!
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