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ENGLISH SUMMARY
Nobuko Yoshiya’s "WAR”-A study of
“Onna no Kyoshitsu (The Classroom of Women)”
TAKEDA Shiho

This paper discusses Nobuko Yoshiya’s “Onna no Kyoshitsu (The
Classroom of Women)”, which was penned in 1939 and published in
the Tokyo Nichi Nichi Shinbun-Osaka Mainichi Shinbun. In this work,
she depicted the lives of seven female doctors during the Japan-China
War. In the war experienced in this work, a place that had previously
only been ocupied by men, women take his place for being incharge.
Furthermore, through the death of men that seduce women, the femi-
nine instinct is not disturbed; the women achieve a higher order of
spirit, and the bonds between the women that had been broken are
recoverd. This matches the ideology of the mobilization of women
and the crusade for a ‘New Order in East Asia’. But her desire for a
new society of women is beyond the scope of National policy and
reaches a dangerous conclusion by dreming of a world without men.
This paper discusses the ploblem of what would find hope in ‘war’ to
be free from repression.

Key Words: Nobuko Yoshiya, Women doctors, Japan-China war,

‘New Order in East Asia’, Mobilization of women
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