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The relative by marriage and the custom of mediation
from the case of Iwaki family in the age of civil war :

A study of the mediator between two families of Satake and Date

YAMADA, Masayuki

The main theme of this article is to reconsider of local politic custom in Minami-Ou region, a south of Mutsu Province
in the age of civil war in Japan, focusing on a one of the territorial lords, Iwaki Family, by way of study into its relation as
the mediator with other lords.

The traditional explication of the politics in this region is based on the two powerful lords, Date Family and Satake
Family. In this context, the previous researches have emphasized that Iwaki have a close relationship with Satake. Indeed,
in the battle of Hitotoribashi (1585), Iwaki cooperated with the Satake for battle. However, in the battle of Kdriyama
(1588) which is an incident between Date and Satake, instead of the cooperation with latter, Iwaki has mediated between
two families.

This strange behavior of Iwaki is not able to explicate by the traditional view. To understand that, it is necessary to
comprehend and to consider not only its relation with Satake, but also the its relation with Date who is the other party to
the conflict in this region.

Iwaki maintained friendly relations with Date and Satake at the same time.

There are two points of view. In the first place is a factor that Iwaki could be the mediator, secondarily the character of
the battle of Hitotoribashi and the Koriyama.

From a investigation, it is clear that Iwaki constructed multilateral Marriage of convenience between Date and Satake.
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In this circumstance, Date and Satake did not require Iwaki to stand by own side.

Date and Satake fought in the battle of Koriyama. Actually, they did not stand in opposition. Because this battle was
occurred by a request of Souma, and there was no interest in Date and Satake. Therefore Iwaki was not considered to be a
traitor between two Lords.

This is the reason why Iwaki could act as a mediator.

The establishment of local politic custom of mediator in Minami-Ou region and expansion of a blood relative by the
Marriage of convenience are simultaneous events in Tenbun era.

Consequently there was an interrelation between the Marriage of convenience by some Lords in Minami-Ou region and

an establishment of local politic custom of mediators.

(KNP ERT B - H&ERMN )
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