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True Belief in Plato’s Meno

YOSHITAKE, Mitsuo

In Plato’s Meno, Socrates says that after true beliefs have been tied down by
the reasoning of the cause, aitio, they become knowledge in the first place, and
then remain in place. He calls this tying down a recollection. Earlier in the dia-
logue he explains the recollection in a different way, so the question arises as to
why he offers an additional account in terms of tying down true beliefs.

Socrates states that the virtue is true belief, and true beliefs are something
beneficial and accidental. Then he speaks of that tying down.

On the one hand, the virtue is something good, and this quality depends on
the veridicality of the belief. On the other hand, tying down by a reasoning of
alrior makes that veridicality lasting. Then, it means making something good
permanent to tie down true belief by the reasoning of aitio.

We can understand that true belief not only has accidental veridicality, but it
also can support knowledge. From that point of view, knowledge does not
exclude true belief. Socrates explains the recollection as tying down to empha-
size this point, and sees the value of true belief more than only having acciden-

tal veridicality.

(NSCRHARFFERHE B L AIRRAE 3 4F)
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