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The process of grammaticalization in the Japanese compound verb "-kiru"

Satomi SHIGA

The purpose of this study is to investigate the Japanese compound verb ‘-kiru’
from its frequency of appearance and its syntactic features. First, I extract ‘-kiru’
from BCCWJ(Balanced Corpus of Contemporary Written Japanese). Next I clas-
sify the meanings of ‘-kiru’ into 1.CUT, 2.END, 3. COMPLETION, 4.LIMIT,
3/4.COMPLETION / LIMIT(Middle of 3 and 4), and 5.SINGLE WORD. As
the verb separates from its original meaning, the variation of a preceding clause
verb increases, and the degree of co-occurrence with the grammar form also goes
up. From this fact, it is suggested that the grammaticalization process of *-kiru’

develops through its semantic derivation.
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