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The Two-Character Sino-Japanese Morpheme “Togai” With Demonstrative-

Type Usage

ZHANG, Ming

Although “togai” has two Kanji characters, in this paper it is considered a Sino-
Japanese morpheme, and by accumulating examples of usage from a database of
newspaper articles, an examination of what kind of demonstrative-type usage it
possesses is conducted.

When determining whether it is a two-character Sino-Japanese morpheme, it
is not only the aspect of whether examples of usage in combination with kango/
Sino-Japanese words of two or more characters, wago/Japanese words, and
gairaigo/words of foreign origin, will be confirmed or not, but also the aspect of
whether a word can be constituted independently becomes important. For “togai”,
examples of usage combined with kango, wago, and gairaigo were identified,
and further, as it is not possible to use it as a subject or complement and as it
cannot constitute a word independently, it is recognized as a two-character Sino-
Japanese morpheme.

Regarding usage classification of “togai”, it was classified into two categories,
namely, the “togai” that specified the previous expression and the “togai” that did
not, depending on whether the preceding expression was specified or not. The
“togai” in which the previous expression is specified is a usage in which a specific
thing that has already been covered in the preceding context is referred to. As
opposed to this, the “togai” in which the previous expression is not specified
is a usage in which it does not refer to a specific something that has already
been covered in the preceding context, but rather refers to an arbitrary thing in
a certain group.

Further, we also examined what were the common characteristics in the two
types of “togai”. In this paper, we try to explain “togai” uniformly using the
concept of the “state of knowledge of the user”. We conclude that “togai” is an
expression which indicates that the extent of assumptions made or not made

about the state of knowledge of the user is low.
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