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A study of box with fan-shaped paintings by Ogata Korin: Screen development on the box

ARAL Yui

Ogata Korin’s “Box with fan-shaped paintings,” an important cultural property at the Museum Yamato Bunkakan, has
twelve fan-face paintings affixed to it. Research has thus far focused on the paintings by Korin to the exclusion of the
overall design of the box.This article rather offers new perspectives on the box by considering it in its entire form.

=95

Featured on this box are motifs associated with “Saigy0” and “Hakurakuten”, which are derived from the “Illustrated

=9

Biography of the Monk Saigy6” and the Noh song “Hakurakuten.” These two stories have several similarities. First, both

=9

are “utamonogatari” (poem-tales). Second, both “utamonogatari” feature scenes of a journey. “Saigy6” and “Mount
Fuji” are reminiscent of “Fuji-mi Saigyo” because they are pasted as a set. In addition, the set of “Hakurakuten” and
“Dragon” reminds the viewer of the story’s development in the Noh song “Hakurakuten.” The fixed form of “Fuji-mi
Saigy6” and “Fujigoshi-Ry@i” (“The Dragon Rising Over Mount Fuji”) has been popular since the later Edo period.
Therefore, the fan-face paintings are thought to have been put on the box thought in the late Edo period (1615-1868),
probably following the Hiroshi period.

Next, by comparing this work with various early modern paintings and crafts, this article examines its sources of
inspiration. Similarities of modeling can be seen with other maki-e boxes on which fan-face paintings were drawn, such
as Senmen Harimaze Byobu and Satsu-bako. The latter work has been compared to the fans. The comparison revealed
that the expressive decision to divide fixed-form titles combining two motifs onto the front and back of a fan became
popular at the end of the 18th century; thus further suggesting that the fan frames were pasted on after the late Edo period.

The current form of the work owes to a later person who affixed the fans to the box. The work is decorated not only
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with the Rimpa style fan-face paintings and bold and luxurious gold, but also with craftwork indicative of later tastes; the

added value of such features complicates our evaluation of this work.
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