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“Corpse” and “Excrement” in Plotinus

HONDA, Keiki

In this paper, I focus on the Heraclitus fragment “a corpse should be dumped
rather than excrement,” which is cited in V1 of “on three principles” of Plotinus’
Eneades. The “corpse” and the “excrement,” which came out of humans, are both
“objects.” So, it seems that there is no clear difference in value between the
“corpse” and the “excrement.” However, this quotation clearly rates “excrement”
better than “corpse.” So why does Plotinus consider “corpse” to be inferior to
“excrement”? To answer this question, I specifically focus on section 6 and
beyond of Eneades 11 4, which is named “About Materials.” Then, I explain which
point delineates differences between “corpse” and “excrement.” I think this

explanation solves the complexity related to the material theory of Plotinus.
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