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On Soga Shohaku’s “The Three Laughers at Tiger Ravine”

INDEN, Yukiko

Soga Shohaku made many ink paintings in his later years. “The Three Laughers at Tiger Ravine” is a standard painting
at the time and it is considered to be a unique example among the numerous painting of the time. At first glance, this
painting looks like a landscape, but if you look closely, it is a historical figure.Researchers have pointed out that the trick
is enjoying intellectual play between the shohaku and the viewer. However, there are some peculiar ways of drawing.

The style and method of drawing motifs carefully using hard contours that do not make you feel the movement of the
brush is the same as the ink paintings of the same time. But the rules in the traditional landscape ink-painting are violated.
Conventionally, the farther you go, the light the ink. But the farthest mountain using darker ink than the one in the
foreground. The mountains, which are drawn to fill the screen, have slightly different drawing methods. Cloud smoke and
trees are arranged to separate the screen. The screen is divided in this way and it is formed so that these overlap. Such a
thorough screen composition is not seen in paintings with similar tricks at the same time. Such a composition is
considered to be related to the theme of this painting. The drawing method was changed, and each part separated by cloud
smoke and trees corresponds to the Mount Xianglu and waterfall, Wulaofeng, Torinji, etc., and each is themed. This
painting is not only “The Three Laughers at Tiger Ravine”, but the whole of Lushan including it.And it is thought that
these drawing methods and compositions were adopted to enable viewers who are knowledgeable about this to recall

multiple themes. Multiple themes about Lushan are shown by skillful screen composition, including their relationships.
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