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A study of Kisanji Hoseido’s Aratani tatsuru Chushingura Tento Daifukucho:

with special reference to “Tento”

FURUSHO, Rui

In this paper, by focusing on the name of “tento” in Aratani tatsuru Chushingura Tento Daifukucho, the all mighty God
in heaven, we emphasize the following two points: i) how the “tento” influenced other Kibyoshis; ii) what the charming
points of the “tento” are.

Tento Daifukucho, one of the Kibyoshis (1786), was written by Kisanji Hoseido. Between the late period of Anei and
the Tenmei period (c.1780-1789), as astronomical phenomena and shingaku, the learning of mind and heart, boomed
and became popular, some Kibyoshis, the mighty god called “tento” or “tentei” appeared in some Kibyoshis. But the
difference between “tento” or “tentei” has never been pointed so far.

By comparing the names and the appearances of “tento” and “tentei” in 24 works of Kibyoshis, we have clarified some
tendencies and the transition in them.

So popular was the impressive appearance of Kisanji’s “tento” that it was so often taken up in some other Kibyoshis.
Therefore, we can safely say that this “tento” had a primary place in the history of Kibyoshis.

Also in this research, we have referred to the relationship between Kisanji and Kyoden, the author of Shingaku

Hayazomegusa.
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