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“In The Tale of Genji, The Ajari of Uji and The Yogawa Monk
—The Generative Dynamics of “Inside and Outside” through the Mediating Function of the Monks—"

MASUDA, Takashi

The subjects of this study are the Ajari of Uji and the Yogawa monk in the Ten Uji Chapters of The Tale of Genji. In
particular, the mediating function of the two monks in the tale will be examined. In considering the mediating function, it
is important to consider the perspective of “inside and outside”.

The Ajari of Uji fulfills the function of bringing Uji and Kaoru together. It is important to note that Uji is “outside as
inside” for Kaoru. Kaoru is unable to establish a deep romantic relationship with the female the First Prcisess in Kyoto,
and he turns his desires toward the great lord of Uji as a means of escaping to Uji. It is the Ajari of Uji who performs the
mediating function that brings the internal problems to light. This cascades into the issue of the father for the Oigimi and
the Oigimi for the Nakanokimi.

After the death of the lord, Ajari advises Kaoru to quell his attachment to the lord, but Kaoru’s attachment shifts to
Ukifune. However, Ukifune also disappears, and the funeral is held without even her body. This could have calmed down
Kaoru’s obsession, but the appearance of the Yokogawa monk brought information of Ukifune’s survival to the capital.
Kaoru’s desire for Ukifune is rekindled when he learns this information. The Ajari of Uji and the Yokogawa monk are the
driving force that consistently propels the story forward while fulfilling an intermediary function at the beginning and end
of “Ten Uji Chapters”.
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