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The Allegory of inserted notes in “The Tale of Karu-no-miko” in “Kojiki” —— The Meaning of the Metallic Notation.

CHO, Minako

In the Kojiki (Records of Ancient Matters), the Emperor Ingyo’s Article, there is a tragic love story of the Crown Prince
of Emperor Ingyo (Prince Karu-no-miko) and his half-sister (Karu-no-6-iratume). Since this tale includes as many as 12
poems, studies on the lyricism of the tale and its subject matter have been actively conducted.

One of the features of the Tale of the Prince Karu-no-miko is its detailed order concerning weapons. Although the
Kojiki often describes political struggles, the details of weapons, down to the metal materials used for arrows, are only
described in the story in the Emperor Ingyo’s Article.

It is noteworthy that the “Karu arrows” made by the main character in the story, Karu-no-miko, are specified as being
made of copper. In contrast, the “Anaho arrow” made by Prince Anaho, the antagonist of Karu-no-miko, is described as an
“arrow of the present time,” which is taken to refer to “an arrowhead made of iron. By the order, it can be said that the
two types of materials that make up the arrow, “copper” and “iron,” are contrasted.

Why was it necessary to describe the materials of the arrows and the details of the weapons? In this paper, we focus on
the “the storyteller’s,” which is said to have passed down the traditions of the Prince Karu-no-miko before the story was
established, and examine the peculiarity of the order’s emphasis on the two metals, copper and iron, with reference to the
clans that controlled them, the positions they held, and the nature of the region in which the story takes place.

As a result, the author were able to clarify that the occupation of the storyteller’s (funeral rites) had a deep relationship
with copper arrowheads, and that the area where the aristocrats who took control of them lived was an iron-producing

region, and that the description of the aristocrats’ assistance to Prince Anaho, who was hostile to the hero, implies a

134



B EXOEEE (REED

<

E

Cl TERTY

i

I&s

relationship between Prince Anaho and iron.
This story shows how the fictional “Kojiki” story was incorporated with archaeological historical facts and the history

told by the clans, and developed into a more profound story.
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