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Does the philosopher in Kallipolis want to rule?

“Happy philosopher problem”and the agreement in Plato’s Politeia

HIRAISHI, Chisato

The purpose of this paper is to examine the agreement between ruler
(philosopher) and ruled (people) in Kallipolis from the philosopher's point of
view. This agreement has not been properly analyzed, despite the fact that it is
often the focus of interpretations of Kallipolis in Plato's Politeia. For, while
several studies have proved whether there is agreement in the people, little
attention has been given whether there is agreement in the philosopher. Therefore,
this paper considers whether there is agreement in the philosopher by focusing on
“happy philosopher problem” that the philosopher is forced to rule in Kallipolis.
Then, I explain the fault of prior studies that assign a positive value to the
agreement in Kallipolis by analyzing “happy philosopher problem”. In other
words, I show that there is no reasonable agreement in the philosopher.
Furthermore, based on the above, I explore why Plato drew “happy philosopher
problem”, and why he built Kallipolis that would include “happy philosopher

problem”.

(EFEHE EERIERE 15

54





