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On Interpretation of “The Argument of okAnpotng” in Cratylus.

KATAYAMA, Hiroko

The main aim of this article is interpretation of “The Argument of
okAnpotg”’In Plato’s Cratylus, Socrates has a dialogue between Hermogenes, a
young man who claims that the correctness of a name comes from a convention,
and a young man Cratylus, who claims that the correctness of a name comes from
natural nature. Their argument is called the theory of convention or nature because
Hermogenes summarizes it as such at the beginning of the work. However, these
theories are refuted by Socrates, and the dialogue ends with Socrates’ position on
the correctness of the name unclear. Many scholars place Socrates’ final position
as a convention, nature, or other position from the “The Argument of ckAnpotng”
introduced in the process of refuting Cratylus’ claims. However, the author
considers that the method of interpreting Socrates’ final position from the “The
Argument of okAnpdtng” is itself a mistake. This is because, in the first place,
Hermogenes’ assertion and the doctrine of convention, and Cratylus’ claim and
the theory of nature do not coincide perfectly. Therefore, it is not appropriate to
judge Socrates’ final position from the “The Argument of cxAnpdétng” as a
convention theory or a theory of nature, but rather we should interpret the “The
Argument of oxAnpotng” in the context of criticism of the Cratylus theory,
assuming that it is the Hermogenes theory and the Cratylus theory that are refuted
by Socrates in the Cratylus.
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