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Expressing Desires for Action Requests:

The Use of the Volitional Expression “raretashi” in Modern Japanese

LIU, Yang

In modern language, the expression “raretai” can convey three meanings:
passive desire, request for action, and respect. This paper focuses on the temporal
changes of these three usages and examines the expression “raretashi” in early
modern language. According to the Japan Society of Language and Grammar
(2014), “Around the late Heian period, the auxiliary verb “tashi” began to appear.
“tashi” is considered to have originated from the adjective “itashi”. It seems to
have had a stronger colloquial character compared to “mahoshi”. From the
Kamakura period onwards, “fashi” gradually replaced “mahoshi” and became
established as the auxiliary verb expressing hope.” As for the modern form
“raretai” of the expression indicating a request for action, various interpretations
have been proposed such as “honorific language” (Nihon Kokugo Daijiten
2006), “derived from passive expressions” (Liu Xiaoming 2006), “indirect
passive” (Liu Yang, forthcoming), but there has been no temporal discussion
regarding the expression “raretashi” for requesting action in early modern
language.

This paper aims to utilize corpora to elucidate the diachronic changes of the
expression “raretashi” for requesting action in early modern language, focusing
on the following research objectives: Diachronic characteristics of the expression
“raretashi” for requesting action in early modern language; Distribution of
subcategories of the expression “raretashi” for expressing desires in early modern

3

language; Characteristics of verbs used in the expression “raretashi” for
requesting action in early modern language; Characteristics of registers in which
the expression “raretashi” for requesting action is used in early modern language.

In this paper, using CHJ and SHC, we investigated the diachronic
characteristics of the expression “raretashi” for requesting action across the Meiji,

Taisho, Showa, and Heisei periods. The results revealed that the usage frequency
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of “raretashi” for requesting action was highest during the Meiji and Taisho
periods. Subsequently, a decrease in usage was observed during the Showa and
Heisei periods. Furthermore, significant fluctuations in frequency have occurred
since the mid-Meiji period, with the usage predominantly centered on sentence-
final position. Regarding register-specific features, it was found that newspapers,
textbooks, and magazines were prominent, but the usage frequency decreased
across registers from the Meiji and Taisho periods to the Showa and Heisei

periods.

(HARFEEANFER HLRHFRE 25
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