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A Basic Study on the Management of Photographs as Administrative Documents
of Local Governments: A Case Study of the “Photographic Materials in the

Collection of the Former Public Relations Division” of Chiba Prefectural Archives

NIKUKURA, Shiori

A “photograph” is a type of material that is preserved and managed as archival
material. This study aims to gain an overall picture and systematic understanding
of the photographic archives as “administrative documents” generated in public
relations activities through an overview survey of the archives and discusses
issues for future research and management.

The research subject, the “Photographic Materials in the Former Public
Relations Division” of the Chiba Prefectural Archives, is a group of unorganized
photographic materials, and because of this survey, it was found that there are a
total of 66 small groups of materials. The condition of the materials confirmed
that they had been moved and reorganized in accordance with reorganization and
relocation in administrative activities.

The materials date from the 1950s to the early 1990s, and are a mixture of daily
business records, items created and collected with the use of information media for
public relations purposes, and items related to the work of other divisions and
departments. The materials are of high historical value in conveying to posterity the
activities of the people and administration of Chiba Prefecture in the postwar period.

It is highly likely that such valuable photographic materials remain in similar
locations throughout Japan. It is our sincere hope that further investigation and
organization of photographic materials and clarification of their relationship to
peripheral information such as administrative materials and their interaction with
materials held by other institutions will aid in their systematic understanding and

effective utilization, thereby contributing to the development of science and culture.
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