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Where, like a pillow on a bed,
A pregnant bank swell'd up to rest

The violet's reclning head,
Sat we two, one another's best.
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Our hands were firmly cemented
With a fast balm, which thence did spring;
Our eye-beams twisted, and did thread

Our eyes upon one double string,

So tintergraft our hands, as yet
Was all the means to make us one,
And pictures in our eyes to get

Was all our propagation. (1-12)
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As 'twixt two equal armies fate
Suspends uncertain victory,
Our souls, which to advance their state

Were gone out, hung 'twixt her and me.
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And whilst our souls negotiate there,
We like sepulchral statues lay;
All day, the same our postures were,

And we said nothing, all the day.

If any, so by love refin'd,
That he soul's language understood,
And by good love were grown all mind,

Within convenient distance stood,

He (though he knew not which soul spake,
Because both meant, both spake the same)
Might thence a new concoction take,

And part far purer than he came.

This ecstasy doth unperplex
(We said), and tell us what we love;

We see by this, it was not sex;



We see, we saw not, what did move: (13-32)
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But as all several souls contain
Mixture of things they know not what,
Love, these mix'd souls, doth mix again,

And makes both one, each this, and that.



A single violet transplant,
The strength, the color, and the size,
All which before was poor and scant,

Redoubles still, and multiplies.

When love, with one another so
Interinanimates two souls,
That abler soul, which thence doth flow,

Defects of loneliness controls.

We then, who are this new soul, know,
Of what we are composed, and made:
For th'atomies of which we grow

Are souls, whom no change can invade. (33-48)
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But oh, alas, so long, so far,
Our bodies why do we forbear?
They're ours, though they're not we; we are

Th'intelligences, they the sphere.

We owe them thanks, because they thus
Did us, to us, at first convey,
Yielded their forces, sense, to us,

Nor are dross to us, but allay.

One man heaven's inflences works not so,
But that it first imprints the air;

So soul into the soul may flow,
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Though it to body first repair. (49-60)
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As our blood labours to beget
Spirits, as like souls as it can,
Because such fingers need to knit

That subtle knot, which makes us man:

So must pure lovers' souls descend
T’ affections, and to faculties,
Which sense may reach and apprehend,

Else a great prince in prison lies.

T’ our bodies turn we then, that so
Weak men on love reveal'd may look;
Love's mysteries in souls do grow,

But yet the body is his book.

And if some lover, such as we,
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Have heard this dialogue of one,
Let him still mark us, he shall see

Small change, when we're to bodies gone. (61-76)
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But we, by a love so much refin'd,
That ourselves know not what it is,
Inter-assured of the mind,

Care less, eyes, lips, and hands to miss.

Our two souls, therefore, which are one,
Though I must go, endure not yet
A breach, but an expansion,

Like gold to airy thinness beat.

If they be two, they are two so
As stiff twin compasses are two;

Thy soul, the fix'd foot, makes no show
To move, but doth, if th'other do.

And though it in the center sit,
Yet, when the other far doth roam,

It leans, and hearkens after it,



And grows erect, as that comes home.

Such wilt thou be to me, who must,
Like th'other foot, obliquely run;
Thy firmness makes my circle just,

And makes me end where I begun. (17-36)
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"Tis the year's midnight, and it is the day's,
Lucy's, who scarce seven hours herself unmasks.
The sun is spent, and now his flasks

Send forth light squibs, no constant rays;
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The world's whole sap is sunk:
The general balm th'hydroptic earth hath drunk,
Whither, as to the bed's feet, life is shrunk,
Dead and interr'd; yet all these seem to laugh,

Compared with me, who am their epitaph. (1-9)
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Study me then, you who shall lovers be
At the next world, that is, at the next spring:

For I am every dead thing,

In whom love wrought new alchemy.

For his art did express

A quintessence even from nothingness,
From dull privations, and lean emptiness:
He ruin'd me, and I am re-begot

Of absence, darkness, death: things which are not. (10-18)
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All others, from all things, draw all that's good,

Life, soul, form, spirit, whence they being have;



L, by love's limbeck, am the grave
Of all, that's nothing. Oft a flood
Have we two wept, and so
Drown'd the whole world, us two; oft did we grow,
To be two chaoses, when we did show
Care to aught else; and often absences

Withdrew our souls, and made us carcasses. (19-27)
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But I am by her death (which word wrongs her)
Of the first nothing the elixir grown;

Were I a man, that I were one

I needs must know; I should prefer,

If I were any beast,

Some ends, some means; yea plants, yea stones detest,
And love; all, all some properties invest.
If I an ordinary nothing were,
As shadow, a light, and body must be here. (28-36)
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But I am none; nor will my sun renew.
You lovers, for whose sake the lesser sun
At this time to the Goat is run
To fetch new lust, and give it you,

Enjoy your summer all.
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Since she enjoys her long night's festival,
Let me prepare towards her, and let me call
This hour her vigil, and her eve, since this

Both the year's and the day's deep midnight is. (37-45)
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Blasted with sighs, and surrounded with tears,
Hither I come to seek the spring,
And at mine eyes, and at mine ears,

Receive such balm as else cures every thing.
But oh, self-traitor, I do bring

The spider Love, which transubstantiates all,
And can convert mannna to gall;

And that this place may thoroughly be thought
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True Paradise, I have the serpent brought. (1-9)
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“Twere wholesomer for me that winter did
Benight the glory of this place,
And that a grave frost did forbid

These trees to laugh and mock me to my face;
But that I may not this disgrace

Endure, nor yet leave this garden, Love let me
Some senseless piece of this place be;

Make me a mandrake, so [ may grow here,

Or a stone fountain weeping out my year.
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Hither with crystal vitals, lovers come,
And take my tears, which are love's wine,
And try your mistress' tears at home,
For all are false, that taste not just like mine.
Alas, hearts do not in eyes shine,
Nor can you more judge women's thoughts by tears,
Than by her shadow what she wears.

O perverse sex, where none is true but she,
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Who's therefore true, because truth Kills me.
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Thou hast made me, and shall thy work decay?
Repaire me now, for now mine end doth haste,
I run to death, and death meets me as fast,

And all my plesures are like yesterday,

I dare not move my dim eyes any way;
Despaire behind, and death before doth cast
Such terror, and my feebled flesh doth waste

By sin in it, which towards hell doth weigh.

Only thou art above, and when towards thee

By thy leave I can look, I rise again.



But our old subtle foe so tempteth me,
That not one hour I can myself sustaine.
Thy grace may wing me, to prevent his art,

And thou like adamant, draw mine iron heart. (Holy Sonnets13)
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Oh might those sighs and tears return again
Into my breast and eyes, which I have spent,
That I might in this holy discontent
Mourn with some fruit, as I have mourn'd in vain.
In my idolatry what showers of rain
Mine eyes did waste? what griefs my heart did rent?

That sufferance was my sinne, now I repent;



Because I did suffer, I must suffer pain.

Th'hydroptic drunkard, and night-scouting thief,
The itchy lecher, and self-tickling proud

Have the remembrance of the past joys for relief
Of coming ills. To poor me is allow'd

No ease; for long yet vehement grief hath been

The effect and cause, the punishment and sin. (Holy Sonnets14)
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