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Japan’s Occupation on the Chinese Fringe: Manchuria, Vietnam and Syonan

This Workshop focuses on the contrasting fortunes of the Japanese and of Asian regions in which they wete involved during the petiod
1931 to 1945. A comparative geographical framework is used to explore Japan’s experience on the fringes of China. Beginning in 1931
in Manchuria, Japan successfully applied a developmental model of state-directed industrialisation which emphasized the expansion of
railways and infrastructure. A decade later, in 1941, when the Japanese government and military felt under pressure to obtain resources
and establish a pan-Asian economic union, it seemed possible to incorporate Southeast Asia into this area. Initially Southeast Asia,
wholly under occupation by May 1942, appeared to provide a base to realize this ambition and, like Manchuria, a profitable outlet for
Japanese enterprise. However, by mid-1943 the Pacific War begin to turn decisively against Japan. Within a year, Japanese armies were
on the defensive and serious food shortages were evident in Southeast Asia. By examining different Japanese experiences and the
reseatch efforts of Japanese scholars on the Chinese fringe during Japan’s swift expansion into Asia, this Wotkshop helps to understand
the shifting fortunes of Japan during a critical period in its history.
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13:30~14:25 Tsutomu Hirayama, Keio University (#B8mAsstXtHRmEamEa)
‘Staff Transfer: From South Manchuria Railway Co. to Manchuria Heavy Industrial Development Co.’

14:30~15:25 Fusaji Takeuchi, Gakushuin University
'DAINAN KOOSI or Japanese Trading Company in French Indochina: the Role of Vanguard of Japanese
Expansion and Collaborator for Vietnamese Independent Movements, 1940-1945'

15:35~16:30 Gregg Huff, University of Oxford (#EmAsstxtHEmsamEs)
‘The Great Famine in Vietnam, 1944-1945’

16:35~17:30 Shinobu Majima, Gakushuin University
‘The Malay Military Administration Chosabu Members and Material Shortage in Syonan, 1944-1945’
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