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Learning through teaching practice: Perspectives from teacher education

B % 7T
KUROKAWA Masako

Abstract

This study was inspired by teacher shortage—an educational issue that has emerged
in recent years. University student guidance can be improved by clarifying the insights
acquired during the teaching practice by those drawn to the teaching profession.

A survey conducted for students revealed the following aspects. First, university
students' perceptions of the teaching profession changed from negative to positive after
the teaching practice. Second, some students considered becoming teachers in the
future following their teaching practice.

As teacher shortage is becoming a social issue, teaching practice holds more
meaning for university students, as it provides them the opportunity to acquire actual

experience of working in a school, and thus, reexamine the teaching profession.
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Introduction

In a modern global society where a growing number of people have been increasingly directing
their attention to English an international language (EIL), language teaching and learning,
especially in the field of English as a second language (ESL) and English as a foreign language
(EFL), seem to be essential for all of the people concerned to get to understand more about how the
English language works on a communication basis. Pragmatics, dealing with aspects of language
beyond the sentence and grammar, can be one of the most important language fields of study that
help us recognize the relationship between what we say and how other people interpret what we say
in spoken discourse. More specifically, Paltridge (2012) defines the term pragmatics by describing
that “It is the study of meaning in relation to the context in which a person is speaking or writing.
This includes social, situational, and textual context.” He follows to state that the relationship
between language and context is a key issue in the area of pragmatics, and that the context of
situation of what someone says is crucial to understanding and interpreting the meaning of what is
being said. His definition of pragmatics explicitly suggests that both language and context are
indispensable factors with each other in grasping exactly what somebody tries to say on a particular
situation.

On the other hand, Flowerdew (2012) develops the basic notion of pragmatics into a more
practical level of language use and language form called ‘speech acts.” He then explains that ‘speech
acts’ deal with the functional, communicative values of utterances with language used to perform
actions — such as greeting, inviting, requesting, warning, and so on. Moreover, he insists that
‘speech acts’ are important for all of us for two reasons; they can be seen as a basic unit in discourse
analysis, just as sentences or clauses are the basic unit in grammar, and the use of speech acts or its
function can be used as an organizational principle for language teaching. Some previous research
on speech acts also encourages us to know more about how they have been subcategorized
depending on the meaning, speakers’ intentions, and the effects of the utterance. To date back to the
further past, Austin (1962) argues that there are three kinds of speech acts that occur with
everything we say: the locutionary act, the illocutionary act, and the perlocutionary act. In seven
years later, Searle (1969), based on the Austin’s study, insists that the illocutionary act is crucial for
us to understand the intended situations since it refers to the speaker’s intension in uttering the

words. He also divides the speech acts into five main types from the language functions’
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perspectives: informative speech acts (e.g. advising, classifying), directive speech acts (e.g. asking,
inviting), expressive speech acts (apologizing, denying), commissive speech acts (promising,
threatening), and declaratives. Generally speaking, it seems that speech acts cover any types of
speakers’ utterances. At the same time, speech acts remind us of the fact that they have a close

relationship with speakers’ language use and its context in a specific spoken discourse.

The definition of speech acts and disagreement

Among the five different types of speech acts that Searle has classified, expressive speech acts
appear to be one of the most problematic acts for most of the EFL learners to handle in a daily
communicative basis. According to Searle’s study, expressive speech acts refer to the specific
speech acts where the speakers or writers express their feelings or attitudes in specific contexts,
such as agreeing, conceding, welcoming, complaining, and disapproving. From my own teaching
experience at the secondary school in Japan, the speech act of disagreement, which is a subcategory
of expressive speech acts, is regarded as one of the most significant speech acts for my EFL
Japanese students to understand how to disagree politely with native English speakers. In fact,
Japan, for example, is situated in the expanding circle country where English does not have an
official language. This means that they have little chances to communicate with native English
speakers outside the classroom and results in expressing no disagreements when needed. In order
for them to deal with this type of problem, Limberg (2015) contends that pragmalinguistic and
sociopragmatic competence are both needed. The former refers to understanding illocutionary force
and perceptions of politeness of specific target language utterances. The latter can be achieved by
discussing differences between cultural norms and exposing typical situations where non-native
speakers breach a social norm. It seems that it is highly related to the cross-cultural communication
strategy and skill. In this respect, EFL teachers have to help their students to raise the pragmatic
awareness of language utterances.

Thomas (2014), on the other hand, suggests that there are politeness principles (PP) to see if
people do respond consciously to considerations of politeness, and that they will often explicitly
‘mark’ the fact that they do not intend to observe politeness norms. Based on the PP, she introduces
the agreement maxim which runs as follows; ‘Minimize the expression of disagreement between
self and the other; maximize the expression of agreement between self and other.” Furthermore, she
points out that although people are often much more direct in expressing their agreement than
disagreement, they also tend to begin a counter-argument by saying: Yes, but... It seems to imply
that the speech act of disagreement co-occurs with some agreement expressions, to a certain extent,
in a direct or indirect way depending on an individual particular context. Therefore, the speech act
of disagreement can be possibly defined in terms of the relationship between the linguistic form and
the context of utterance or between the speaker and the hearer. In addition, little research related to
speech acts of disagreements has been conducted so far in the fields of Applied Linguistics. This is
just a starting point for this study to figure out what the speech acts of disagreement are all about
and to what extent EFL teachers in Japan would be able to apply this speech act into their classroom

with so limited time of English class lessons.



Data collection and an analysis of the speech act of disagreement

In order to analyze what the speech act of disagreement means, some data from different
excerpts with a disagreement are collected for this research. Out of the seven excerpts, one excerpt
is based on the discussion among four speakers, which is extracted from an English Course
textbook approved by the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology. The
other three excepts are based on the interaction between the two speakers, which is selected from an
internationally acclaimed English textbook published by Oxford University Press. The rest of the
three, finally, are based on the interview with two speakers and the group discussions with three
speakers involved. Each excerpt shows some specific information on where it is extracted from as a
data source, who the speakers are, and what the event is all about. In addition, bold-faced
expressions indicate the speech act of disagreement. This study will first examine each excerpt

individually and then discuss some differences and similarities of the types of excerpts.

{Excerpt 1} Topic: Choice of Food — Agree or Disagree —
Extracted from a reading passage on p.99 NEW HORIZON English Course 3 published in 2021 by
Tokyo Shoseki Co. Ltd., Tokyo

Asami I think it’s better to buy domestic vegetables because of food miles. We need to
protect the environment.

Meg I see your point, but we need to save money, too. Imported vegetables are often
cheaper.

Kaito I agree with Meg. Besides, we can enjoy a wider variety of vegetables.

Josh I’m not sure about that. The variety of domestic vegetables is growing.

All of these utterances involving four students in a group discussion start with the first person
pronoun “L.” It seems that this formulaic sentence pattern would be reasonable for English language
teachers to present their students in their classrooms as a starting point of what an English debate
encourages the learners to express themselves with an agreement or disagreement that includes
some plausible reasons within a single sentence. In an informal interaction between the two
speakers or among the three speakers involved outside the classroom, however, a more colloquial
English is often spoken by native speakers of English on a daily basis. In terms of the spoken style
of English, some fillers and hedges, such as “Well,” “Yeah,” "’Let’s see,”, “That may be true, but...”
and “You may be right, but...” are frequently used as a first word of the utterances. It seems to be
unnatural that people who speak English always use the first person singular pronoun “I” at the
beginning of the sentence to make his or her own statement. On a face-to-face discussion or debate,
though, it is more natural that every speaker usually takes care of what a speech partner would react
to what he or she says and, in turn, the other partner is paying attention to what the speaker is trying
to say. In this respect, a speech partner-centered point of view is a focal point for our language

teachers to put an emphasis on the discussion community.



{Excerpt 2} Topic: Three Conversations about Environmental Topics (1)
Extracted from a listening transcript of Communicate with Confidence on p.29 Speak Now 4

published in 2021 by Oxford University Press

A | Aren’t you going to recycle that bottle?

B |1 usually recycle, but it’s just one bottle. There’s no recycling bin around here. And I don’t
want to carry an empty bottle around all day, so I’m just going to throw it away.

A | Butisn’t it important to recycle all the plastic we use?

&~

I see what you mean, but I don’t think one bottle makes a difference.

A |If everyone in the world threw away one bottle a week, we would add twenty-eight million
plastic bottles to landfills every month.

B | Wow, that’s a lot of plastic. OK, I’ll recycle this.

Note: a wavy line indicates that there is a key sentence to be focused mainly on the speech acts of
disagreement.

Excerpt 2 shows that the two negative question sentences spoken by Speaker A elicit the speech
act of disagreement from Speaker B. On the environmental topic basis, Speaker A expects Speaker
B to make a statement of either an agreement or disagreement by asking those negative questions.
In this interaction, the negative questions also require Speaker B to make his own stance on the
matter with more than a yes or a no answer. From the Speaker B’s point of view, on the other hand,
politeness principles (PP) suggested by Thomas apply to his utterance (I see what you mean, but I
don’t think one bottle makes a difference.) First, Speaker B agrees with what Speaker A is trying to
say in the first clause (I see what you mean,). He, then, expresses his own opinion with a
disagreement in the following clause (but I don’t think one bottle makes a difference.). It would be
reasonable to say, based on the Thomas’ theory, that Speaker B tries to maximize the expression of
agreement between self and other and then minimize the expression of disagreement between self
and the other. In other words, at first, Speaker B shows respect for Speaker A’s suggestion with an
agreement and then takes an explicit negative stance on the plastic bottle-related topic with a

disagreement.

{Excerpt 3} Topic: Three Conversations about Environmental Topics (2)
Extracted from a listening transcript of Communicate with Confidence on p.29 Speak Now 4

published in 2021 by Oxford University Press

A | Are you ready to go shopping?

B | Yes, I am. Let’s go. I can’t wait to get some new clothes.

A | Did you bring your reusable bags?

B |1 don’t use those for clothes shopping. I only use them for groceries.

A | But don’t you think we should reduce waste any way we can?

B | You have a point, but I don’t go shopping very often. And I like the bags that I get at the
department stores.

A | Do you reuse those bags?

B | Sometimes. I use them to carry gifts people’s houses and things like that.

A | Couldn’t you just carry things like that in your backpack?

B |1 guess I could, but I don’t feel like carrying reusable bags today. Come on, let’s just go.

Note: a wavy line indicates that there is a key sentence to be focused mainly on the speech acts of
disagreement.



Excerpt 3 above illustrates that each negative question spoken by Speaker A draws Speaker B
out with either his stance of agreeing or disagreeing on the reusable bags in a more straightforward
manner, compared to the ones in Excerpt 2. It seems that the repeated use of negative questions (But
don’t you think...? / Couldn’t you just carry...?) within the same speech community elicits a strong
sense of agreement from the speech partner on the given topic. Word choices in Excerpt 3 are also a
focal point of the speech act of disagreement. The contraction forms of “do not,” and “could not”
gives a listening audience a more explicit impression of agreement than the ones of “are not” and “is
not” seen in Excerpt 2. The word choices themselves have an impact on how and what kind of
words the speech partner has to say with the relevant speech acts (You have a point, but.../ I guess |
could, but,...). It suggests to EFL teachers that a wider range of vocabulary along with a pragmatic
competence are required for learners of English to master in a speech community outside the

classrooms.

{Excerpt 4} Topic: Three Conversations about Environmental Topics (3)
Extracted from a listening transcript of Communicate with Confidence on p.29 Speak Now 4

published in 2021 by Oxford University Press

A | How are we getting to the movies?

B |1 can drive my car. I don’t mind.

A | Why don’t we take the subway? We can get it a block away from my apartment and it will
drop us off right in front of the theater.

B | Yeah, but I don’t feel like taking the subway. Let’s just take my car. It’s easier.

A | Taking public transportation reduces carbon emissions, though. Don’t you think we should do
what we can do cut down on greenhouse gases?

B | You have a point, but the subway takes longer.

A | That may be true, but on the other hand, there’s probably going to be a lot of traffic at
this time of day.

B |1 guess that’s true, but I’m still not convinced that public transportation is a better way
to go.

Note: a wavy line indicates that there is a key sentence to be focused mainly on the speech acts of
disagreement.

Excerpt 4 describes that just one negative question by Speaker A develops the interaction with
Speaker B into expressing their own disagreements by taking turns (You have a point, but.../ That
may be true, but on the other hand.../ I guess that’s true, but...). From the point of view of the
scene where the interaction is taking place, a controversial topic (the relationship between
greenhouse gases and transportation) leads them to state their own ideas that imply both an implicit
agreement and an explicit disagreement with the other within a single sentence. One of the most
striking lexical features is that the discourse marker “but” in the middle of the utterances plays a
key role in eliciting an attention from the hearer or audience under the persuasive speaking style.
Another feature to point out is that word choices such as “You have a point,” “That may be...,” and
“I guess...” are all spoken expressions that can soften the disagreement with the other, to some
extent, in a face-to-face situation. It seems to be plausible to say that the word choices are quite

related to politeness principles (PP) advocated by Thomas.



{Excerpt 5} Topic: How Netflix changed entertainment — and where it's headed
https://www.ted.com/talks/reed_hastings how netflix_changed entertainment and where it s headed
CA= Chris Anderson (MC), RH= Reed Hastings (Guest speaker)

[note: // means that a cut-in or an interruption occurs. ]

CA |It's hilarious. I would never have even thought of that. But aren't there risks with this, if this
go-only-with-revealed-values approach is taken too far?

RH | Well, we get a lot of joy from making people happy, Sometimes you just want to relax and
watch a show like "Nailed It!" And it's fun, and it's not stressful. Other times, people want to
watch very intensive film. "Mudbound" was Oscar-nominated, it's a great, very intensive
film. And you know, we've had over 20 million hours of viewing on "Mudbound," which is
dramatically bigger than it would have been in the theaters or any other distribution. And so,
we have some candy, too, but we have lots of broccoli. And you know, if you have the good
mix, you get to a healthy diet.

CA /I But -- yes, indeed. But
isn't it the case that algorithms tend to point you away from the broccoli and towards
the candy, if you're not careful? We just had a talk about how, on YouTube, somehow
algorithms tend to, just by actually being smarter, tend to drive people towards more radical
or specific content. It'd be easy to imagine that Netflix algorithms, just going on revealed
values, would gradually -

RH |Right, get too base --

Note: a wavy line indicates that there is a key sentence to be focused mainly on the speech acts of
disagreement.

In Excerpt 5, CA responds to RH’s speech by saying “But -- yes, indeed. But isn’t it the case ...,
if ...?” This is a clear contrast to “I don’t agree with you, but...” Although the use of an adverbial
word ‘indeed’ with ‘yes’ is used to emphasize the meaning of the agreement, the repetition of the
contrastive word ‘but’ indicates that disagreement is taking place to some extent. A negative
question with an if-clause is used to soften the disagreement with the speaker. A pause between
“But” and “yes” also suggests that CA tries to mitigate his explicit disagreement on the speaker’s
opinion. Moreover, a cut-in with “But - - yes, indeed” spoken by CA in the middle of RH’s talk can
be one of the discourse markers that show a speech act of disagreement in terms of the verbal usage
and the timing on a face-to-face conversation. On the other hand, the use of an if-clause with fillers
(And you know,) spoken by RH is regarded as his own rationale for what he has done so far. The if-
clause can be a key factor in avoiding the direct disagreement between the two speakers on a film-

related topic basis.



{Excerpt 6} Topic: Should He Charge His GF Rent?
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VJthyJlv7xE
Girll=G1, Girl 2=G2, Girl 3=G3

[note: // means that a cut-in or an interruption occurs. ]

G1 | A Reddit reader recently posted this question, asking other users for advice. He said, I am
buying a house and my girlfriend is moving in with me. Should I charge her rent? One user
said, quote, if you are moving her into a house you are buying, she should at least pay for
utilities. Okay, however, another woman disagreed saying quote, I would never charge my
husband or boyfriend rent. I think it’s just common sense if you wanna have a stress free
relationship. So ladies, do you think his boo should help pay the bills?

G2 //Yes.

G3 // 'You guys are shouting yes and I agree with you, but I think it depends and I’'m
gonna explain. I think it depends, if he purchase the home as an investment, which a
lot of people do. They purchase homes as an investment and they actually have people rent
rooms out, so it helps them pay for the cost of the house.

G2 |Right.

G3 // If that’s what he was intending on doing and now, he is renting her one of the rooms in
the house, does that make sense?

Note: a wavy line indicates that there is a key sentence to be focused mainly on the speech acts of
disagreement.

In Excerpt 6, one group discussion with regard to renting is taking place. G3 agrees with G1’s
Yes-No Question by saying “I agree with you.” However, the following clause implied that G3
disagrees with that question by stating “but I think it depends ...” This suggests that G3’s opinion
can be changeable from the agreement to the disagreement depending on some situations if some
new specific conditions are provided. It seems that either the agreement or the disagreement literally
depends according to the situation. Prefatory remarks (You guys are shouting yes and...) and a
repetition of the particular words (I think it depends), followed by the very next sentence, have
provided us with an impression of minimizing the disagreement between the two speakers, to some
extent. This type of interaction may have a good chance for audience to listen carefully to which
side G3 will be on. Another feature to point out is that a cut-in or an interruption of utterances
between G2 and G3 occurs. An informal expression (gonna) for “going to” is also used to explain
why G3 thinks it depends. These non-linguistic and informal language features are some good

indicators of speech acts of disagreement.



{Excerpt 7} Topic: Agree to Disagree: Is Breastfeeding In Public Okay?
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qKLnJIZ0Adg&t=159s
a woman=A, a man=B, another man=C

[note: // means that a cut-in or an interruption occurs. ]

A | Butit’s as easy as using a nursing cover or a sling. You just minimize it.

B // Yeah, for me it’s- I’m still not
being offended by her like showing her boobs and feeding her child on the train.

A // We’re OK with that!

B |I’m just saying there’s a more modest way for her need personally

C // Sure if ...Okay I have a problem
with the word modest. If you don’t feel comfortable with putting your boob out your breast
out to feed your child, Because you’re not that kind of person, then fine, But if she’s going
to have her tip out like in that photo and everyone is all riled up by all means go ahead

B // That is my point! That is my point! // No for me it’s just like I’'m not
saying that that’s wrong. I just said I don’t agree with the way she was doing it You get
what I mean? I personally wouldn’t do something like that and not saying that it’s
wrong as well that she could’ve done it in a better way

C | Why are we feeling ashamed of her on her behalf? Or why are we telling her to cover...

Note: a wavy line indicates that there is a key sentence to be focused mainly on the speech acts of
disagreement.

In Excerpt 7, one group discussion about breastfeeding in public is taking place. There are not
any Yes-No questions in this excerpt. However, this group discussion seems to develop into a
debate over breastfeeding. Speaker B directly expresses his disagreement with the way a woman
was doing breastfeeding. Two types of utterances “I just said I don’t agree with ...” and “I
personally wouldn’t do something like that ...” indicate that he tries to show his stance on
breastfeeding by opposing to her way of doing it. Additionally, he makes a suggestion about what
else she could have done by stating “...she could’ve done it in a better way.” From another
perspective on the speech act, the repetitions of “That is my point!”, “just”, “...not saying that ...
wrong.” and a cut-in of utterances may prompt the audience to predict what Speaker B is going to
say the next to make her own statement. All of these lexical and grammatical features are closely
related to cohesion in that each sentence or utterance is connected in meaning. It is also worth
pointing out that a socially controversial topic-based debate over whether something is much better
in a way someone does than the other would be able to elicit some disagreements among three

speakers and more.

Findings of the speech act of disagreement

Throughout the seven excepts, there are some similarities to be discussed in the speech act of
disagreement. One of the most salient similarities is that some direct ways of disagreement such as
“I disagree with you ...” and “I don’t agree with you...” infrequently occurs in the interaction
between the two speakers or among three speakers and more on the spoken style. More indirect
ways of disagreement are frequently used to soften the meaning of the disagreement so that a social
solidarity within the speech community can be maintained. Some particular phrases, such as “I see
what you mean, but ...” / “You have a point, but ...” / “That may be true, but...” / “I guess that’s

ER)

true, but ...” are often used for the speakers to avoid their direct ways of disagreeing, depending on

the spoken contexts where each speaker and hearer is required to be involved with a certain type of



discussion topic. In addition, an adversative conjunction “but” in the middle of the utterances plays
an essential role in expressing the speaker’s intension of disagreement. The conjunction, therefore,
is a key signal that directs hearers or audience’s attention towards what the speech partner is going
to say in a conclusive way of speaking.

On the other hand, there are some striking differences among the seven excerpts. First, cut-ins
or interruptions of the utterances are taking place more often in the debate-based interaction with
more than two speakers involved. To take a few examples of the features, a live interview on TED
talks or girls’ talks on YouTube movies has either cut-ins or interruptions in common. This suggests
that the more people are participating in the interaction, the more likely a cut-in or an interruption is
happening to quickly express the speaker’s intensions with a disagreement. Second, adverbial

EENT3

words and phrases, such as “indeed,” “just,” “personally,” and “You guys are shouting yes” together
with word choices of modal verbs and verbs “wouldn’t,” “depend and I’m gonna explain” are all
mush more colloquial expressions than ones used in Excerpts 1-4 from English course textbooks
(NEW HORIZON and Speak Now 4). Third, repetitions of the particular words like “I think it
depends,” and “I’m not saying that it’s wrong” are some of the most outstanding lexical features
that can imply the meaning of the disagreement on the given speech contexts. Fourth, more specific
explanations with lengthy reasons why the speaker disagrees with the other are uttered from the
excerpt 5 through 7 compared to the first four excerpts. These differences can be attributed to the
fact that a formal interview or discussion-based interaction requires the participants to follow the
turn-taking style. More informal debate-based interactions, however, encourage a speaker to make

his assertive statement by using several speaking strategies, such as cut-ins, the uses of adverbial

words, and more plausible reasons with some concrete ideas.

Making a comparison between the description in published ELT course materials and the one
in on-line movies

As far as the speech act of disagreement is concerned, few global ELT course textbooks, except
for Speak Now published by OUP, have been dealing with the disagreement. Instead, many of the
ELT materials focus mainly on reaching agreement with hedging. Pearson EAP textbooks, for
example, cover the agreement as one of the most significant academic language speaking skills to
help EFL students develop their critical thinking in a group discussion. This seems to suggest that
the speech act of agreement should be first taught in a classroom setting so that EFL teachers can
encourage their students to raise the pragmatic awareness of agreements. It is just a starting point
that engages EFL learners in the speech act of agreement. As the next follow-up step, any topics
that lead them to the disagreement should be provided for them to find out the distinction between
agreements and disagreements.

There are also some important points to make some published ELT textbooks much better in
terms of lexical and grammatical features. Fillers, modal verbs, repetition of the particular words,
silence (pause), and interruptions of the utterances are more frequently used in an authentic spoken
discourse in on-line movies than in the written ELT textbooks. It is reasonable to recognize that the
disagreements are more likely to happen simultaneously or unexpectedly in an authentic discussion-
based interaction or the face-to-face group debate. This is a pragmatic gap to fill in, to some extent.
An informal interview or discussion interaction on TED Talks, for example, would be a better

learning resource as a supplementary teaching material to attract EFL learners’ attention to what the



speech act of disagreement mean. The use of hedges with disagreement utterances would be also
helpful for the learners to realize the difference between the direct speech act of disagreement and
the indirect one (e.g. I disagree with you. / I agree with you, but I think it depends and I’'m gonna

explain.)

Providing sample activities to improve EFL learners’ speech act of disagreement

Van Ek (1976) suggests that learners of any language need to be able to perform speech acts if
they wish to be fluent in the language. From the pragmatic teaching perspective, Limberg (2015)
argues that EFL teachers have to complement and enrich the material in terms of input examples
and tasks since textbooks are often not rich and authentic enough in terms of pragmatic features. On
the other hand, Eslami-Rasekh (2005) insists that awareness-raising activities are useful for
exposing students to the pragmatic aspects of language, and that they provide them with analytic
tools to further their pragmatic development as the need arises. What these researchers suggest is
that EFL teachers are responsible for creating the context of situation where an authentic spoken
communication is taking place in order to raise the socio-pragmatic awareness of language learners.
Based on both the finding of the speech act of disagreement and the analysis of the comparison
between two types of interaction, therefore, it would be more desirable for the language teachers to
provide some new sample activities to enhance the students’ pragmatic skills in an EFL classroom
setting. Some vocabulary check-lists (e.g. agree, disagree, depend, might be better, wouldn’t be,
personally, well, and you know) as a part of the pre-listening activities, a dictation quiz based on the
authentic spoken video interview and discussion talk, fill-in-the-blanks conversation exercises, pair-
work activities and role-playing games, and debate on the issue of global warming would all engage
EFL learners in a meaningful and authentic language use so that they can develop a communicative
pragmatic competence. These kinds of activities would be a driving force that enables Japanese
EFL students to understand how to disagree politely with native English speakers. With so limited
time of classroom lessons where Japanese EFL students have little chance to speak English outside
the classroom, another different type of pair-work involving a native English speaker and a non-
native speaker will be able to help raise EFL learners’ socio-pragmatic awareness within a speech
community and realize what the speech act of disagreement means to them. The more scenes and
speaking interactions as one of the learning resources the EFL teachers provide their students, the
better communicators they can train even on a classroom basis.

In conclusion, pragmatic skills and knowledge of the speech act of disagreement are some of
the most important language skills that EFL learners need to master in order to be successful
language learners in the future. At the same time, a wider variety of learning resources about the
spoken discourse would be very helpful for EFL teachers to raise the pragmatic awareness of the

language learners.
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Utilizing Interactive Generative Al and English Education Enrichment

—Integrating Interactive Generative Al as a Learning Companion in the
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This paper proposes the concept of “English Education Enrichment” and explores the
potential of utilizing interactive generative Al as a means to facilitate learner-centered
English learning and teaching while also addressing the educational challenges
currently facing our country. The emergence of interactive generative Al has prompted
fundamental questions not only about how English is learned but also about the purpose
of learning English, what should be learned, and how learning itself should take place.
Similarly, it has necessitated a reconsideration of how English is taught, the significance
of teaching, what should be taught, and the methods of instruction. Interactive
generative Al provides a means to address some of the pressing educational challenges
currently facing Japan. It offers the possibility of realizing learner-centered English
education, a concept that has been advocated for nearly half a century. This shift from

a one-size-fits-all approach to personalized and collaborative learning aligns with broader
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efforts to cultivate globally competent professionals and foster individuals who can drive
innovation. The concept of “enrichment” in education aims to provide more suitable
learning environments not only for select individuals with exceptional abilities but for
all learners. The integration of interactive generative Al has opened new possibilities
for realizing enrichment-based education, allowing instruction to be tailored to each

learner’s interests, learning styles, and talents.
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MNEHBICH T BEdutainmentDEiE

Edutainment Practice in Elementary School

’ilﬁ ¥ N *
AKAHANE Tai

CiE )

This study empirically examined the efficiency of Edutainment within the context of
elementary education. Using the study of Japan's 47 prefectures as a case example, a
comparative analysis with traditional teaching methods demonstrated that the
integration of Edutainment significantly enhances both knowledge acquisition and long-

term retention.
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HEERZEICBITD [E2LDESFEH] ICDOWTORH
Pre-Service Teacher Education Students’ Perceptions of

“Kyoudou Learning”

fiE = 5"
UMEMIYA Ryo

Z1
This study developed a two-factor “Kyoudou Learning” perception scale to examine
teacher education students’ views on learning collaboration. It found that students in
the humanities and social sciences scored significantly higher on one factor than did
those in the natural sciences, and that aspiring elementary school teachers scored
significantly higher than those pursuing secondary licenses. The study concludes with a

discussion of these perceptions and directions for future research.
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Revisiting Rogers' Self-Congruence

—Counselors don't have to Force Themselves Acceptance or Empathy—
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Abstract

Rogers (C. R) emphasized self-congruence as the most important of the three core
conditions, and in counseling, he taught that therapists should work in the order of self-
congruence, acceptance, and empathy. However, this has not been fully understood in
Japan, and Rogers' counseling theory has been misunderstood and practiced as
acceptance and empathy. Rogers' self-congruence means that the therapist becomes
aware of the experiencing (felt sense) related to one's organism and visceral sensation,
and expresses it as necessary. In doing so, the client also approaches self-congruence.
Furthermore, Rogers considers self- congruence to be not only the goal of therapy, but
also the goal of human life.

In Japan, however, there is a strong belief that the therapist simultaneously realizes
the three core conditions during therapy, and self-congruence is often explained in
relation to the therapist's struggles when he or she cannot accept the client's delinquent
behavior. Rogers, however, does not say that the three core conditions are realized
simultaneously, but rather that the therapist should accept the psychology and the
experiencing behind the client's words and actions.

In cases of self-injury or other harm, the therapist naturally cannot accept the
client's words or actions, but if the therapist only engages in self-congruence, as Rogers
says, the therapist can understand the client's pain (experiencing) behind the words or
actions, and naturally reach acceptance and empathy. However, as long as the therapist
only engages in self-congruence, as Rogers says, he or she can understand the client's
pain (experiencing) behind the client's words and actions, and naturally come to
acceptance and empathy.

Thus, by prioritizing self-congruence, the therapist does not have to force
themselves acceptance and empathy, which makes it easier for the therapist, which in

turn benefits the client.

Key-words: Rogers, congruence, the core three condition, experiencing, felt sense
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In Lectures on Science Education Methods
—Even if I Fall, I Won't Just Get Up—
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